
N i c o l e 
Ne e q u a y e 
c a m e  t o 
the United 
States from 
Ghana with 
her mother 
and two sib-
lings.  She is 

in the last semester of the Master of Public 
Health program at East Carolina University, 
with a concentration in Epidemiology. After 
graduation Nicole hopes to continue in the 
Biomedical Sciences program at the Brody 
School of Medicine. She also hopes to pur-
sue a career in the Public Health Service as 
a pubic health provider. During her time at 
the Institute, Nicole has been working on 
a Migrant Seasonal Farm Worker (MSFW) 
Project. The objectives of the project are to 
identify the number if any, of MSFW chil-
dren and youth working in the fields in 16 
counties in Eastern NC; to conduct a com-
prehensive assessment through interviews 
and focus groups to determine the needs 
of the children and youth as it pertains to 
alternatives to working in the fields; and to 
develop to recommendations as to the best 
way to meet the identified needs of MSFW 
children and youth. A native of 

Greensboro, 
North Caro-
lina, Logan 
D u n n  r e -
cently gradu-
ated from the 
M a s t e r  o f 
Public Health 

(MPH) program at East Carolina Univer-
sity. During his time at the Institute, Logan 
primarily assisted with data collection, entry 
and analysis for the Fit to Farm program 
which teaches individuals how they can 
make small changes in food and beverage 
intake as well as in activity level amidst the 
demands of day-to-day farm operations. 
He also updated the provider directory for 
respirator medical clearance and fit testing. 
Logan is currently engaged in a 9-month, 
Administrator-In Training program at a 
long-term care facility in New Bern, which 
will prepare him for a future career as a 
nursing home administrator. 

K r i s t i n 
Rouse is a 
g r a d u a t e 
student in 
t h e  I n t e -
grated Ani-
mal Health 
S y s t e m s 
Program in 

the Department of Animal Sciences at 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical 
State University (NCAT). She earned her 
Bachelors in Animal Science and a Cer-
tificate in Equine Management at NCAT 
in May 2015 and anticipates completion 
of her master’s degree in summer, 2017. 
Kristin’s thesis explores the safety concerns 
and practices of owners of agri-tourism 
and traditional farms under the direction 
of Dr. Mulumebet Worku. She is attend-
ing the Institute’s Agricultural Medicine 
course and currently serves as a Teaching 
Assistant in the Department of Animal 
Sciences. After spending 27 years in the 
area of health care and being raised on a 
small family farm, Kristin plans to pursue 
teaching upon graduation and hopes to 
assist the Institute with development of its 
academic curriculum. Kristin is a resident 
of Madison, NC, where she lives on a small 
farm with her husband and two girls.

Leigh Saner 
grew up on 
t h e  E a s t -
ern Shore of 
Maryland in 
a small town 
called Ches-
tertown. She 
graduated in 

May of 2014 from Gettysburg College with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Social & Behavioral 
Influences on Health. Leigh is in her final 
semester of the Master of Public Health 
program at East Carolina University with a 
dual concentration in Health Behavior and 
Health Administration. During her time at 
the Institute, she has conducted an evalu-
ation of the First on Scene program and 
assisted in outreach programs with youth 
relative to public health and agromedicine. 
Leigh hopes to obtain a position in the 
public health arena that encompasses both 
policy and outreach as she is very passion-
ate about the health and wellness of our 
population.

A l e x a n d r a 
P a t t o n  i s 
o r i g i n a l l y 
from David-
son, NC. In 
May 2016, 
she received 
her Bachelor 
of Science in 

Public Health Studies from the University 
of North Carolina Wilmington. She is cur-
rently a first year Master of Public Health 
student at East Carolina University, with a 
concentration in health behavior. Alexandra 
is assisting the Institute with the develop-
ment of agricultural health education 
modules for use by staff and community 
partners. She is passionate about the envi-
ronment and nutrition and hopes to pursue 
a career in health education and promotion.

R a m a t u 
Samura is a 
native of Sier-
ra Leone. She 
is completing 
a Master of 
Public Health 
degree with 
a concentra-

tion in Epidemiology from East Carolina 
University. She is currently analyzing la-
bels of pesticides used in crop production 
for respiratory and eye protection.  This 
information will be used to assist farmers 
in complying with the US Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) new revisions to 
the Worker Protection Standard. Ramatu 
plans to pursue a doctorate in epidemiology 
and to work for either the EPA or US De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

Meet Our Graduate Assistants
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NC Agromedicine Institute Fund (for current and ongoing activities): Make check payable to “Medical 
& Health Sciences Foundation” with memo designation “NC Agromedicine Institute.” Mail to NCAI, 
c/o Director, 1157 VOA Site C Road, Greenville, NC 27834. Make a secure online donation at https://
piratealumni.ecu.edu/ccon/new_gift.do?action=newGift   Go to ‘Click here to choose the designation(s) for 
your gift’ (under Gift Information in middle of page). On the next page, click Agromedicine Institute and 
then NC Agromedicine Institute Fund. 

North Carolina State University Agromedicine Endowment (for long-term sustainability of Institute) OR 
North Carolina State University Agromedicine Enhancement Fund (for current and ongoing activities): 
Make check payable to “NCSU Agromedicine Endowment” OR “NCSU Agromedicine Enhancement Fund.” Mail 
to NC Agricultural Foundation, c/o Chris Wessel, Campus Box 7645, Raleigh, NC 27695-7645. Make a secure 
online donation at: http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/givenow

SUPPORT THE INSTITUTE
The NCAI invites you to help further its mission 

through your contributions to the following funds:

SAVE THE 
DATE! 

The International Society for 
Agricultural Safety and Health 
(ISASH)  2017 ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
is just around the corner.

JUNE 23-29, 2017
Riverwoods Conference Center 

in Logan, Utah.

ISASH is an organization dedicated to the 
professional development of agricultural safety 

and health professionals, providing national 
and international leadership in preventing 
agricultural injuries and illnesses to the 

agricultural community. 

NOW RECRUITING 
BERNSTEIN FELLOWS!
The application is NOW OPEN for the Bernstein 
Fellows Class of 2017-2019. The Jim Bernstein 
Community Health Leadership Fellows Program 
prepares emerging health leaders to work in and 
improve the health of rural and underserved 
communities in North Carolina. This program 
is a two-year fellowship that provides up-and-
coming health professionals the opportunity 
to enhance their overall understanding of rural 
health and to further develop their professional 
skills. The application deadline for submissions 
is May 12th. For more information please contact 
Rachel Presslein by email at: Rachel.presslein@
foundationhli.org


